While no intelligent dentist will undertake, for a moment, to deny the advantages of a large acquaintance with the human body, both in health and disease, as bearing upon his specialty, it must be conceded that dentistry is a manual art.
The highest eminence in the practice of this art can never be reached independently of great manipulative dexterity. The disease known as dental caries, gives the dentist nearly all his work. He is by far the greater part of the time engaged in endeavoring to arrest its progress. Dental caries is produced by agents held in contact with a certain part of a tooth, and which effect a "solution of the continuity" of the part. The sole object of the efforts of the dentist is to restore this continuity, either by removing the broken and irregular surface, or by filling up the cavity formed with some material not subject to decomposition, and leaving the part in such condition that foreign substances will not be readily retained in contact with it. This constitutes the whole of the treatment of dental caries in the earlier stages. The material employed as a substitute for the lost dentine and enamel, best suited for the purpose, is now universally conceded to be gold. parts of the teeth in the mouth, the necessity of avoiding the pulp in the preparation of the cavity, the interference of the gum, the blood from parts it is impossible to avoid wounding, the mucous secretion, the saliva, the difficulty of seeing every part of the cavity during the operation, the frequent inability of the patient to bear steadily the unavoidable fatigue and pain, the frailty of the walls of the cavity, besides many other difficulties which it would require pages to describe, but which will occur to every practicing dentist, and when all these things are taken into the account, it is obvious that this operation requires the very highest order of manipulative skill. This kind of manual skill it is not in the power of every one to acquire ; few indeed, the observation of every dentist of experience proves, possess it in a high degree, and when the natural ability does exist it has required long training and steady persevering labor to And while the dentist keeps steadily before him the object and purpose of the business in which he is engaged, and keeps himself always fully up to its requirements, no one will rejoice more heartily or encourage him more earnestly than I will, to push his investigations and studies in a direction however far away it may seem to lead him, if they tend to throw light upon our specialty.
